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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to the amendment filed 05/21/2007. 

2. Claims 1, 13, 14, 16, 17, 19, 22 and 23 were amended. 

3. Claims 1-24 are pending in this office action. 

Response to Amendment/Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-24 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent Application Publication 2003/0009562 by Heymann et at. (Heymann) in 
view of 2003/0112271 by Batalden et al. (Batalden). 

7. With respect to claim 1 , Heymann teaches a system for tracking web-based 
sessions comprising: 

a browser disposed on an associated data terminal and having at least one 
visible browser window associated therewith, which browser is adapted for generating 
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at least one interactive session with an associated web server (Page 5 [0067]-[0073]: 
generation of session); and 

at least one session tracking application associated with an interactive session 
(Page 5 [0073] javascript or javaApplet), which session tracking application includes 

monitoring means adapted for monitoring activity on the associated interactive 
session (Page 5 [0074]-[0076]: monitors for at least (1) and (2)), 

testing means adapted for determining whether monitored activity includes an 
unload event (Page 5 [0074]-[0075]: detected through "onbefore unload", or 
"onunload"), 

termination means adapted for terminating the associated interactive session 
upon a determination of an unload event (Page 5 [0078]-[0081]: unloading instruction 
(step 560) serves as termination means), 

notification means adapted for notifying the associated web server to close out 
the interactive session (Page 5 [0078]-[0081]: unloading instruction (step 560) notifies 
the server to close interactive session); 

and means adapted for commencing an interactive data session between the 
browser window and the associated web server (Page 4 [0058]-[0060]: browser, Page 5 
[0067]-[0073]), 

Heymann does not explicitly disclose means adapted for spawning a hidden 
browser window upon determination of the unload event, which hidden browser window 
enables the termination means. Batalden teaches controlling a browsing session 
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through the use of a hidden browser window (Page 3 [0033]). This includes handling of 
unload events (Page 5 [0057]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to take the system disclosed by Heymann and modify it as 
indicated by Batalden such that it further comprises means adapted for spawning a 
hidden browser window upon determination of the unload event, which hidden browser 
window enables the termination means. One would be motivated to have this, as this 
allows other parties to control parts of the user's session (Page 1 [0008]), which would 
be beneficial to the system of Heymann (Page 1 [0008]-[0010]). 
8. With respect to claim 13, Heymann teaches a method for tracking web-based 
sessions comprising the steps of: 

generating at least one interactive session with an associated web server, 
wherein the interactive session is generated via a browser disposed on an associated 
data terminal and having at least one browser window associated therewith (Page 4 
[0058]-[0060]: browser, Page 5 [0067]-[0073]: generation of session); 

monitoring activity on the interactive session (Page 5 [0074]-[0076]: monitors for 
at least (1) and (2)), 

determining whether monitored activity includes an unload event (Page 5 [0074]- 
[0075]: detected through "onbefore unload", or "onunload"), 

terminating the interactive session upon a determination of a selected unload 
event (Page 5 [0078]-[0081]: unloading instruction (step 560) serves as termination 
means), and 
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commencing an interactive data session between the browser and the 
associated web server (Page 5 [0067]-[0073]) 

notifying the associated web server to close out the interactive session (Page 5 
[0078]-[0081]: unloading instruction (step 560) notifies the server to close interactive 
session). 

Heymman does not explicitly disclose spawning a hidden browser window upon 
determination of the unload event, which hidden browser window enables the 
termination step. Batalden teaches controlling a browsing session through the use of a 
hidden browser window (Page 3 [0033]). This includes handling of unload events (Page 
5 [0057]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to take the method disclosed by Heymann and modify it as 
indicated by Batalden such that it further comprises spawning a hidden browser window 
upon determination of the unload event, which hidden browser window enables the 
termination step. One would be motivated to have this, as this allows other parties to 
control parts of the user's session (Page 1 [0008]), which would be beneficial to the 
system of Heymann (Page 1 [0008]-[0010]). 

9. Claims 2-5, 7-12 and 14-17 and 19-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Heymann in view of U.S. Patent 7,100,122 by Blaschke et al. 
(Blaschke). 
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10. With respect to claim 2, Heymann does not explicitly disclose wherein the testing 
means includes counting means adapted for determining the number of browser 
windows associated with the at least one interactive session. 

Blaschke teaches counting means adapted for determining the number of 
browser windows associated with an interactive session (Col. 6 line 54 - Col. 7 line 13: 
browser depth parameter). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to take the system disclosed by Heymann and modify it as 
indicated by Blaschke such that it further comprises counting means adapted for 
determining the number of browser windows associated with an interactive session. 
One would be motivated to have this, as it is desirable to limit the number of browser 
windows for a given session (In Blaschke: Col. 2 lines 32-45). 

1 1 . With respect to claim 3, Heymann further teaches wherein the number of browser 
windows associated with at least one interactive session are stored in associated 
memory means (In Blaschke: Col. 6 lines 54-65). 

12. With respect to claim 4, Heymann further teaches wherein upon generating an 
interactive session, the counting means associates session identifying information with 
the session , increments the number of browser windows associated with the interactive 
session by one, and stores the session identifying information and incremented number 
of browser windows associated with the interactive session in the memory means (In 
Heymann: Page 5 [0070] session ID; In Blaschke: Col. 6 line 54 - Col. 7 line 13). 
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13. With respect to claim 5, Heymann further teaches wherein the testing means 
includes means adapted for testing at least one of a browser refresh, browser close, 
migration from a selected web site, opening of an additional web site by a browser 
window associated with the interactive session, and session timeout (In Heymann: Page 
5 [0074]-[0076]: (1) an unload would occur for a browser close, migration from a 
selected website and opening an additional web site). 

14. With respect to claim 7, Heymann further teaches wherein in the event the 
testing means determines that the monitored activity is a browser close or a migration 
from a selected website (In Heymann: Page 5 [0074]-[0076]: unload occurs during a 
migration from a selected website), the counting means determines the number of 
browser windows associated with the interactive session (In Blaschke: Col. 6 line 54 - 
Col. 7 line 1 3: based on logic of the rejection of claim 2). 

1 5. With respect to claim 8, Heymann further teaches wherein in the event the 
counting means determines that only one browser window is associated with the 
interactive session, the terminating means terminates the interactive session (In 
Blaschke: Col. 7 lines 1-30 parameter can be set to allow only 1 window). 

16. With respect to claim 9, Heymann further wherein in the event the counting 
means determines that at least two browser windows are associated with the interactive 
session, the terminating means does not terminate the interactive session (In Blaschke: 
Col. 7 lines 1-30 parameter can be set to allow 2 windows). 

17. With respect to claim 10, Heymann further teaches wherein in the event the 
counting means determines that at least two browser windows are associated with the 
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interactive session, the counting means decreases the number of browsers associated 
with the interactive session upon the browser close action or migration from a web site 
by one of the browser windows associated with the interactive session (In Blaschke: 
Col. 7 lines 1-30 window count updated with respect to the set parameter). 

1 8. With respect to claim 1 1 , Heymann further teaches wherein in the event the 
activity monitored is opening of an additional web site by a browser window associated 
with the interactive session, the counting means increases the number of browser 
windows associated with the interactive session (In Blaschke: Col. 7 lines 1-30 window 
count updated with respect to the set parameter). 

19. With respect to claim 12, Heymann further teaches wherein in the event the 
activity monitored is a session timeout, the terminating mean terminates the interactive 
session (In Heymann: Page 1 [0008]). 

20. With respect to claim 14, Heymann does not explicitly disclose determining the 
number of browser windows associated with the at least one interactive session. 

Blaschke teaches counting means adapted for determining the number of 
browser windows associated with an interactive session (Col. 6 line 54 - Col. 7 line 13: 
browser depth parameter). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to take the method disclosed by Heymann and modify it as 
indicated by Blaschke such that it further comprises the step of determining the number 
of browser windows associated with an interactive session. One would be motivated to 
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have this, as it is desirable to limit the number of browser windows for a given session 
(In Blaschke: Col. 2 lines 32-45). 

21. With respect to claim 15, Heymann further teaches wherein the number of 
browser windows associated with at least one interactive session are stored in 
associated memory means (In Blaschke: Col. 6 lines 54-65). 

22. With respect to claim 16, Heymann further teaches wherein upon generating an 
interactive session, the method further comprises the steps of associating session 
identifying information with the session (In Heymann: Page 5 [0070] session ID), 
incrementing the number of browser windows associated with the interactive session by 
one, and storing the session identifying information and incremented number of browser 
windows associated with the interactive session in the memory means (In Blaschke: 
Col. 6 line 54 -Col. 7 line 13). 

23. With respect to claim 17, Heymann further teaches wherein the step of 
determining the monitored activity includes determining whether the activity is at least 
one of a browser refresh, browser close, migration from a selected web site, opening of 
an additional web site by a browser window associated with the interactive session, and 
session timeout (In Heymann: Page 5 [0074]-[0076]: (1) an unload would occur for a 
browser close, migration from a selected website and opening an additional web site). 

24. With respect to claim 19, Heymann further teaches wherein in the event that the 
monitored activity is a browser close or a migration from a selected website (In 
Heymann: Page 5 [0074]-[0076]: unload occurs during a migration from a selected 
website), thfe method further comprises the step of determining the number of browser 



Application/Control Number: 10/675,687 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2155 

windows associated with the interactive session (In Blaschke: Col. 6 line 54 - Col. 7 line 
13: based on logic of the rejection of claim 2). 

25. With respect to claim 20, Heymann further teaches wherein in the event that only 
one browser window is associated with the interactive session, the interactive session is 
terminated (In Blaschke: Col. 7 lines 1-30 parameter can be set to allow only 1 window). 

26. With respect to claim 21 , Heymann further teaches wherein in the event that at 
least two browser windows are associated with the interactive session, the interactive 
session is not terminated (In Blaschke: Col. 7 lines 1-30 parameter can be set to allow 2 
windows). 

27. With respect to claim 22, Heymann further teaches wherein in the event that at 
least two browser windows are associated with the interactive session, the method 
further comprises the step of decreasing the number of browsers associated with the 
interactive session upon the browser close action or migration from a web site by one of 
the browser windows associated with the interactive session (In Blaschke: Col. 7 lines 
1-30 window count updated with respect to the set parameter). 

28. With respect to claim 23, Heymann further teaches wherein in the event the 
activity monitored is opening of an additional web site by a browser window associated 
with the interactive session, the method further comprises the step of increasing the 
number of browser windows associated with the interactive session (In Blaschke: Col. 7 
lines 1-30 window count updated with respect to the set parameter). 
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29. With respect to claim 24, Heymann further teaches wherein in the event the 
activity monitored is a session timeout, the interactive session is terminated (In 
Heymann: Page 1 [0008]). 

30. Claims 6 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Heymann in view of U.S. Patent 6,963,908 by Lynch et al. (Lynch). 

31 . With respect to claim 6, Heymann does not explicitly disclose wherein in the 
event the testing means determines that the monitored activity is a browser refresh, the 
termination means does not terminate the associated interactive session. 

Lynch teaches a session management system that does not terminate a valid 
session upon determining a browser refresh (Col. 19 lines 42-67). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to take the system disclosed by Heymann and modify it as 
indicated by Lynch such that the system further comprises wherein in the event the 
testing means determines that the monitored activity is a browser refresh, the 
termination means does not terminate the associated interactive session. One would 
be motivated to have this, as this prevents the session from prematurely closing, thus 
improving communications between the client and the server (In Heymann: Page 1 
[0010]). 

32. With respect to claim 18, Heymann does not explicitly disclose wherein in the 
event the monitored activity is a browser refresh, the termination means does not 
terminate the associated interactive session. 



Application/Control Number: 10/675,687 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2155 

Lynch teaches a session management system that does not terminate a valid 
session upon determining a browser refresh (Col. 19 lines 42-67). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to take the method disclosed by Heymann and modify it as 
indicated by Lynch such that the system further comprises wherein in the event that the 
monitored activity is a browser refresh, the termination means does not terminate the 
associated interactive session. One would be motivated to have this, as this prevents 
the session from prematurely closing, thus improving communications between the 
client and the server (In Heymann: Page 1 [0010]). 

Conclusion 

33. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David Lazaro whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3986. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on 571-272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




David Lazaro 
July 27, 2007 



